How To Accurately Match Student Text Levels

Learning how to choose the right book for a student is like learning how to level a book. By pinpointing a
child’s strengths, a teacher has the tools needed to identify appropriate books that will best help the
child learn to read. Book leveling is a system of evaluating the following text features: illustrations,

layout, length, language use, sentence structure, and story elements.

After carefully examining these components, one can accurately determine a degree of difficulty for a
particular book in comparison to similar books.
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* Reading Recovery™ Testing Materials, Scott Foresman and Company. Testing levels are estimates of text difficulty.

Reading Recovery™ is a registered service mark of the Ohio State University.

** Fountas, I.C., and Pinnell, G.S. (2001). Guided Readers and Writers: Grades 3-6 Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.




